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into consultation by political leaders, with some of whom, such as Daniel Webster, he was intimate. He took high rank as a brilliant debater on the Whig side; was conspicuous particularly as an advocate of protectionism, and vigorously opposed the annexation of Texas. Consult Works of Rufus Choate, with a Memoir (2 vols., ed. by Brown) ; Whipple's Recollections of Rufus Choate; J. H. Choate's American Addresses.

Chocolate.   See Cocoa.

Chocta\vs, (properly Chahtas), an Indian nation, one of the chief members of the Muskhogean family. Akin to and formerly in alliance with the Chickasaws, these two nations originally occupied the eastern side of the Mississippi, between its Ohio and Yazoo affluents. The Choctaws were more to the south, holding both banks of the Yazoo till the year 1830, when they ceded their hunting grounds to the United States. They are now settled chiefly at Union Agency, Oklahoma, where they number about 16,000.

Chodowiecki, Daniel Nikolaus (1726-1801), Polish painter and engraver, called 'the German Hogarth.' Nearly every new artistic book of his time was illustrated by him, notably several of Shakespeare's plays, The Vicar of Wake field, Don Quixote, the works of Voltaire,, Lavater, Schiller, etc.

Choga, or Kioga, a lake in Uganda Protectorate, at an elevation of 3,320 ft. Area, 800 sq. m. It is traversed by the Victoria Nile, and receives the waters of the Seziwa.

Choir. Properly, that part of a church appropriated to the singers. In the earlier buildings it extends from the apse into the nave, and is architecturally a part of the latter, distinguished only by a slightly raised platform and a low barrier; it was occupied by the lower clergy. Later it included the entire upper end of the church, and as an architectural term it usually has this meaning, regardless of the use to which the space is put. It was reserved for the canons, priests, monks, and choristers. In cruciform churches the choir is sometimes beyond the transepts, sometimes between them, and in a few cases extends into the nave. The term choir is also applied to the body of singers assisting in, or entirely performing, the vocal music of a church service, whether of four parts or a chorus. A choir singing unaccompanied is termed a cappella, the method employed in the Eastern Church.

Choiaeul, Etienne Francois, Due de (1719-85), French statesman. While Minister ^f Foreign Affairs, he adopted a vigorous

policy, and secured the alliance of Charles in. of Spain against the naval supremacy of England and her predominance in America. But the Peace of Paris (1763) concluded a war disastrous to both France and Spain. Choiseul's policy during the years 1763 to 1770 was to strengthen the bonds between France and Spain, to unite all Bourbons, and, after careful preparations, to recover from England some of the territories ceded by the Peace of Paris. He also aided Madame de Pompadour and the Parliament of Paris to expel the Jesuits from France. During his tenure of power, Lorraine was united with France and Corsica was annexed.

Choisy-le-Roy, town in France near Paris. In 1682 Mile, de Montpensier built a chateau here, which was later used by Louis xv. as a residence. Rouget de 1'Isle, author of the Marseillaise, died here in 1836; p. 15,000.

Choke-cherry.   See Cherry.

Choke-damp, or After-damp, is the name given to carbon-dioxide gas when present in the air of caves, wells, and mines. In such circumstances it is chiefly produced in dangerous quantities by the explosion of firedamp (methane) of coal dust with air, and, as it is irrespirable and poisonous, is the main cause of the deaths following an explosion. See CARBON; MINING.

Choking, suffocation by obstruction in the windpipe, preventing the passage of air to the lungs. The cause of obstruction may be a substance drawn directly into the windpipe, or it may be a substance lodged in the gullet, or a growth in the surrounding tissue that compresses the windpipe. The choking caused by compression from outside is more particularly known as strangling. See ASPHYXIA; STRANGULATION.

Cholagogues are drugs that increase the flow of bile. See PURGATIVES.

Cholera, Asiatic, a deadly parasitic endemic and epidemic disease, characterized by acute diarrhoea, vomiting, feeble circulation, coldness, cramps, and collapse. The parasite is the comma bacillus, discovered in 1883 by Koch, and so called on account of its shape. It flourishes in a damp, warm soil. Long drought kills it, or so diminishes its number that an epidemic dies away, to return perhaps with the next rainy season. Some hold that the home of cholera is in Lower Bengal, about the delta of the Ganges; others regard it as endemic in every province in India. In China, about the delta of the Yang-tse-kiang, it appears every year with perfect regularity; and it often arises about the delta of the